CARDINAL   MANNING

tioned the majority might be. Furthermore he had
studied the condition of the English Colonies, and he
saw what the system of Home Rule had done for Can-
ada and for Australasia. Therefore he became a Home
Ruler for Ireland.

I have often heard it said that he became a Home
Ruler because, in the first instance, of his religious
sympathies with the Catholics of Ireland. The con-
jecture seems to me perfectly reasonable. He certainly
did not become a Home Ruler because of any mere
desire to disturb, even for the sake of some theoretical
improvement, the political condition of Great Britain
and Ireland. But it is beyond question that he did
become a Home Ruler according to the sense in which
we all employ the word, and that during the later years
of his life he publicly identified himself with the cause
of Irish Home Rule. I am anxious to express myself
emphatically on that point, because I read but lately
that notwithstanding all his sympathies with the Irish
Catholics he held himself aloof from the political agita-
tion for Home Rule. What I have to say on that sub-
ject is that he was in constant consultation with the
representatives of the Home Rule movement; that he
received us frequently in Archbishop's House, and
received us avowedly as the Parliamentary representa-
tives of that cause. "We asked for and obtained his
advice as to our policy with regard to this, that, and the
other detail of Mr. Gladstone's first measure of Home
Rule, and he received in Archbishop's House an address
of congratulation on one of his birthdays, which was
presented by Parnell and supported by a crowd of the
Irish Nationalist members. I have been at his house
again and again with a group of Irish Nationalist mem-
bers who went there to ask his advice on some question
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